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Hroclamation

WHEREAS, April marks the start of the spring digging season for homeowners,
landscapers and construction companies; and

WHEREAS, failure to locate underground utilities before digging may result in
unintentionally hitting underground pipes, leading to penalties, repair costs, inconveniences,
outages, injuries, or even death; and

WHEREAS, Washington's free 811 one-number locator service notifies the appropriate
utility companies of an intent to dig; and

WHEREAS, all residents and professional excavators are required by law to call 811 not
fewer than two full business days and not more than 10 full business days before the scheduled
work-to-begin date; and

WHEREAS, the one-number locator service dispatches professional locators to the
requested digging site to mark the approximate locations of underground lines, safely alerting the
dig crew of danger below; and

WHEREAS, operators with underground facilities in the area identified in the notice
must provide positive response to the one-number locator service; and

WHEREAS, excavators must not begin digging before the scheduled work-to-begin date
and until all known facility operators have marked their underground facilities;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Bob Ferguson, governor of the state of Washington, do hereby
proclaim April 2026 as

Safe Digging Month
in Washington, and I encourage all people in our state to join me in this critical commitment to

community safety.
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Signed this 30™ day of March, 2026

Governor Bob Fe:;:m;r
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