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Committee Members 
Amanda McKay, Chair•, Gregory Baruso Vice-Chair 

Aaron Losik • Andreas Kammereck  
Jerome Delvin • Donna Albert  

 Sarah Rumbaugh  

Washington State Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety 
Meeting Minutes 

Utilities and Transportation Commission 
621 Woodland Square Loop SE, Lacey, WA 98503 

Via Teams 

September 11, 2025 

Present members:  Absent members: 
Amanda McKay, Chair Andreas Kammereck 
Gregory Baruso, Vice-Chair Jerome Delvin 
Aaron Losik 
Donna Albert 
Sarah Rumbaugh 

Other attendees: 
Dennis Ritter, UTC 
Marina Rathbun, UTC 
John Trier, UTC 
Arianna Le, UTC 
Darcy Bird, Department of Ecology 

Agenda Items: 

1) Welcome, Meeting Protocols, Introductions, May 29, 2025, and July 10, 2025,
Meeting Minutes 
• Chair Amanda McKay opened the meeting and welcomed participants.
• Committee members and UTC staff introduced themselves.
• May 29 and July 10, 2025, meeting minutes were approved as presented.

2) Action Item Review, Committee Work Discussion
• Committee reviewed progress on the outreach email template for cities and counties.
• The outreach spreadsheet tracking jurisdictions with transmission pipelines continues
to be refined.
• Discussion included ensuring coordination under the Open Public Meetings Act and
managing responses via a UTC-managed email inbox.

3) General Discussion of Legislation, Rulemaking, Pipeline Safety Issues,
Upcoming Events 
• Discussion on state and federal legislative updates relevant to pipeline safety.
• Members reviewed implementation of the amended Dig Law, which took effect July 27,
2025.
• UTC staff noted continued work on leak survey and reporting rulemaking (CR-102
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phase). 
• Members also discussed PHMSA funding and potential advocacy for stable or 
expanded state program funding. 
• Upcoming events: Pipeline Safety Trust Conference, November 13–14, 2025, New 
Orleans. 
 
4) Leak Survey Continuation 
• Members revisited Nevada’s model requiring annual leak surveys. 
• UTC staff clarified that similar requirements in Washington could be achieved through 
rulemaking. 
• Discussion noted increased leak detection from annual surveys and general feasibility 
with minimal rate impacts. 
 
5) 2026 Workplan Review 
• Committee discussed preliminary priorities for the 2026 workplan. 
• Topics included potential CCOPS letters to PHMSA and Congress on GTN 
whistleblower findings and state program funding. 
• Ongoing interest in exploring annual leak survey requirements through rulemaking. 
• The committee voted to approve the 2026 workplan as amended during the meeting. 
 
6) Department of Ecology Update 
• Darcy Bird provided an update on spill contingency planning rulemaking tied to best 
achievable protection standards. 
• Public comment period remains open; rulemaking expected to advance in Fall 2025. 
 
7) UTC Update 
• Dennis Ritter and Marina Rathbun provided updates on rulemaking and proximity 
request reviews. 
• Discussion included high-pressure pipeline replacement projects and additional safety 
requirements. 
• UTC continues to evaluate coordination between pipeline oversight and land-use 
planning frameworks. 
 
8) Public Comment 
• No public comments were received. 
 
9) Review of Action Items, Future Agenda Review, and Other Business 
• Continue development of outreach spreadsheet and finalize CCOPS contact email. 
• Research Nevada’s annual leak survey process and evaluate options for Washington 
rulemaking. 
• Prepare 2026 workplan and potential correspondence to PHMSA and Congress. 
 
Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 11:53 a.m. 

http://www.utc.wa.gov/ccops

	Washington State Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety
	September 11, 2025
	Agenda Items:
	1) Welcome, Meeting Protocols, Introductions, May 29, 2025, and July 10, 2025, Meeting Minutes
	2) Action Item Review, Committee Work Discussion
	3) General Discussion of Legislation, Rulemaking, Pipeline Safety Issues, Upcoming Events
	4) Leak Survey Continuation
	5) 2026 Workplan Review
	6) Department of Ecology Update
	7) UTC Update
	8) Public Comment
	9) Review of Action Items, Future Agenda Review, and Other Business
	Adjourn


