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Washington State Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety 
Meeting Minutes 

Utilities and Transportation Commission 
621 Woodland Square Loop SE, Lacey, WA 98503 

 
May 29, 2025 

 
Present members:       Absent members: 
Donna Albert, Chair       Andreas Kammereck 
Amanda McKay, Vice-Chair   
Sarah Rumbaugh     
Jerome Delvin 
Greg Baruso 
Aaron Losik       
     
Other attendees:        
Dennis Ritter, UTC 
Marina Rathbun, UTC 
John Trier, UTC 
Scott Zimmerman, Department of Ecology 
Nora Harren, Pipeline Safety Trust 
   
 
Agenda Items:  
 
1) Welcome, Meeting Protocols, Introductions, March 20, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

Chair Donna Albert opened the meeting, welcomed attendees, and led 
introductions of members and visitors. The committee unanimously approved the 
March 20, 2025 meeting minutes. 
 

2) Action Item Review, Committee Work Discussion 
• The Outreach Committee reported limited activity due to competing priorities. 
• Discussion focused on finalizing the draft outreach email to cities and counties 

on pipeline safety and land use planning. 
• Members emphasized identifying the right contacts (city managers, planning 

directors, county officials) and developing a tracking spreadsheet. 
• Associations such as AWC and WSAC may provide useful contact lists. 
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3) General Discussion of Legislation, Rulemaking, Pipeline Safety Issues, 
Upcoming Events 

• Legislation: Governor Inslee signed amendments to Washington’s “Dig Law,” 
effective July 27, 2025. UTC is developing implementation and outreach 
materials. 

• Rulemaking: Ecology is preparing fall 2025 updates to oil spill contingency rules, 
with stakeholder committees reviewing best achievable protection standards. 

• Monitoring and Safety: UTC explained patrol requirements, leak detection 
modeling, and high consequence area designations. 

• Members expressed interest in field tours and observing tabletop drills to better 
understand prevention and response. 

• Upcoming event: Pipeline Safety Trust Conference scheduled for November 13–
14, 2025, in New Orleans. 
 

4) GTN Follow-Up Discussion 
• Members revisited presentations from the Stop Northwest Gas Expansion 

Coalition and other groups from March. 
• Dennis Ritter explained UTC’s limited authority over interstate pipelines and 

members stressed the importance of stronger coordination with PHMSA. 
• The committee members expressed interest in improved transparency, public 

input opportunities, and ensuring PHMSA shares relevant inspection findings 
with UTC. 

• Consideration of CCOPS advocacy during upcoming PHMSA reauthorization. 
 

5) Nevada Annual Leak Survey Project 
The committee watched a presentation on Nevada’s 2021 legislation requiring 
annual leak surveys of all intrastate pipelines using detection equipment. Current 
federal rules require annual surveys in business districts and every five years in 
residential areas. Nevada operators report finding and repairing more leaks 
under the annual model. Members discussed whether Washington should pursue 
similar legislation. 
 

6) Department of Ecology Update 
The document is posted on the CCOPS website. Scott Zimmerman reported on 
spill contingency planning, drills, and geographic response planning. 
 

7) UTC Update  
Dennis Ritter reported on UTC inspection, damage prevention investigation, and 
public education outreach activities. He described pipeline inspection procedures 
and PHMSA coordination. 
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8) Public Comment 
There were no public comments. 
 

 
9) Review of Action Items, Future Action Review and Other Business 

• Marina Rathbun and the Committee reviewed the 2025 FAR for updates 
for upcoming meetings. 

• John Trier informed the committee members that vice-chair elections were 
supposed to be at this meeting but had been omitted from the agenda. 
Gregory Baruso was nominated and unanimously approved by the 
committee members. 
 

Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m. 
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