
 
 

PO BOX 47250 • OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON • 98504-7250 
www.utc.wa.gov/ccops 

 
 

 
 

Committee Members 
Donna Albert, Chair• Amanda McKay, Vice-Chair 

Aaron Losik • Andreas Kammereck  
Jerome Delvin • Gregory Baruso 

 Sarah Rumbaugh  
 

Washington State Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety 
Meeting Minutes 

Utilities and Transportation Commission 
621 Woodland Square Loop SE, Lacey, WA 98503 

Via Teams 
March 20, 2025 

 
Present members:       Absent members: 
Donna Albert, Chair       Andreas Kammereck 
Amanda McKay, Vice-Chair   
Sarah Rumbaugh     
Jerome Delvin 
Greg Baruso 
Aaron Losik       
     
Other attendees:       Public attendees: 
Dennis Ritter, Acting UTC Pipeline Safety Director  Jared Aranda 
Marina Rathbun, UTC Pipeline Safety Operations Manager Nora Harren 
Arianna Le, UTC Pipeline Safety Investigator   Ron Holcomb 
Joice Hagen, UTC Pipeline Safety Investigator   Brandon Houskeeper 
Mandi Mackey, UTC Pipeline Safety Outreach   Isaiah Back-Gaal 
John Trier, UTC Pipeline Safety Management Analyst  Dan Serres 
Scott Zimmerman, Department of Ecology   Selden Prentice 
         Kate Hudson 
         James Moschella 
 
Agenda Items:  
 
1) Welcome, Meeting Protocols, Introductions, January 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

At 9:32 a.m. the meeting was brought to order by Donna Albert who welcomed all 
attendees. Introductions were made by the committee members, UTC and 
Department of Ecology staff, and members of the public representing the 
Waterkeeper Alliance, 350 Seattle, Stop Northwest Gas Expansion Coalition, and 
others. The committee unanimously approved the minutes as submitted for 
January 16, 2025. 

 
2) Action Item Review, Committee Work Discussion 

• Reviewed progress on the outreach letter to cities and counties about local 
authority over pipeline safety buffers and land use planning. 

• Discussed ensuring the letter includes actionable recommendations. 

• Sarah Rumbaugh suggested city councils be encouraged to present the letter 
during meetings. 
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• Jerome Delvin proposed addressing the letter to county board chairs and planners. 

• Follow-up to finalize and distribute letter was assigned to Donna Albert, Amanda 
McKay, Sarah Rumbaugh, and Jerome Delvin. 

• UTC requested a copy of the final letter for public posting. 

3) GTN Pipeline Safety Concerns 
• Presentation by Waterkeeper Alliance and coalition members expressing concerns 

about the expansion of the aging GTN pipeline. 

• Key issues: 

i. Structural concerns from whistleblower reports. 

ii. Safety risks from increased pressure in older infrastructure. 

iii. Lack of independent oversight and accountability. 

iv. Public health and environmental threats. 

• Coalition requested CCOPS consider actions: 

i. Advocate for strengthened inspection rules. 

ii. Promote public transparency and comment opportunities. 

iii. Support of state-level legislation for enhanced safety. 

• Committee members expressed appreciation and interest in possible advocacy 
roles. 
 

 
4) General Discussion of Legislation, Rulemaking, Safety Issues 

• Amanda McKay referenced Colorado and Nevada regulations on leak detection as 
possible models for Washington. Specifically, Colorado is undergoing rulemaking 
to increase the frequency of inspections and repairs, and Nevada has implemented 
updated requirements for leak surveys. 

• Sarah Rumbaugh inquired about legislative champions in Washington and the 
potential for collaboration with officials such as Senator Trudeau. 

• The group discussed the importance of pursuing bipartisan legislative action. 
• Dennis Ritter provided clarification on regulatory limits. He noted that due to 

federal preemption under the U.S. Department of Transportation's Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA), states cannot impose 
stricter safety regulations on interstate pipelines than those outlined in federal law 
(e.g., 49 CFR Part 192). 

• Dennis Ritter described a recent structural change at PHMSA, which assigned 
regulatory responsibility based on pipeline operator headquarters rather than 
regional proximity. This has led to communication and coordination challenges, 
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particularly with Eastern Region PHMSA, which oversees TC Energy. He 
confirmed that while the UTC Pipeline Safety Program can inspect pipelines and 
support integrity assessments, it cannot unilaterally mandate actions that exceed 
federal standards for interstate pipelines. 
 

5) Department of Ecology Update 
The document is posted on the CCOPS website. Scott Zimmerman reported on 
spill contingency planning, drills, and geographic response planning. 
 

6) UTC Update  
Dennis Ritter reported on UTC inspection, damage prevention investigation, and 
public education outreach activities. He described pipeline inspection procedures 
and PHMSA coordination. He then went into additional detail about the PHMSA 
inspection of the whistleblower concerns about the GTN pipeline and planned 
inspections for 2025 using advanced In-line Inspection Tools. 

 
7) Public Comment 

• Public guests expressed interest in more transparency and follow-up actions. 

• Kate Hudson and Selden Prentice emphasized bipartisan support and 
collaboration. 

• Selden Prentice highlighted the importance of outreach to legislators in Eastern 
Washington and suggested reframing pipeline safety as a nonpartisan issue 

• Jared Aranda and Kate Hudson introcued themselves late in the meeting as 
members of the public and coalition. 

8) Review of Action Items, Future Action Review and Other Business 
• Marina Rathbun and the Committee reviewed the 2025 FAR for updates 

for upcoming meetings. The Committee will have an in-person meeting at 
the UTC headquarters in Lacey on May 28th. Note: Due to a scheduling 
conflict the date of the May meeting needed to be moved to May 29th. 
 

Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 
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