STATE OF WASHINGTON
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Pipeline Safety

Washington State Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety
Meeting Minutes
Utilities and Transportation Commission
621 Woodland Square Loop SE, Lacey, WA 98503

Via Teams
July 10, 2025
Present members: Absent members:
Amanda McKay, Chair Andreas Kammereck
Greg Baruso, Vice-Chair Sarah Rumbaugh
Donna Albert Jerome Delvin

Aaron Losik

Other attendees:

Dennis Ritter, UTC

Marina Rathbun, UTC

John Trier, UTC

Arianna Le, UTC

Mandy Mackey, UTC

Darcy Bird, Department of Ecology
Nora Harren, Pipeline Safety Trust

Agenda Items:

1)

2)

Welcome, Meeting Protocols, Introductions, May 29, 2025, Meeting Minutes
Chair Amanda McKay opened the meeting and welcomed participants.
Committee members and staff introduced themselves. Due to a technical issue
with the recording equipment configuration in the hearing room the minutes from
the May 29, 2025 meeting were not yet available for adoption and will be carried
over to the September meeting.

Action Item Review, Committee Work Discussion
The committee discussed the outreach email template to cities and counties,
originally developed by the Outreach Committee.
Amanda McKay shared that she had begun a spreadsheet tracking jurisdictions
with transmission pipelines, to be populated with contact information.
Discussion included:

» Identifying the most appropriate city/county recipients (planning
departments, public works, managers).
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» Avoiding quorum issues under the Open Public Meetings Act when
coordinating outreach.

 Ensuring public contact information is routed through a UTC-managed
email inbox, with consideration of creating a dedicated CCOPS email address for
clarity.

General Discussion of Legislation, Rulemaking, Pipeline Safety Issues,
Upcoming Events

e Darcy Bird provided updates on the Department of Ecology’s Best
Achievable Protection cycle and contingency planning rules. Public
comment on recommendations remains open until month-end; rulemaking
is expected to begin in Fall 2025.

e Marina Rathbun provided updates for the UTC. Rulemaking on leak
survey and reporting requirements is restarting (CR-102 phase).
Implementation of amended Dig Law begins July 27, 2025; increased UTC
authority was granted without additional staffing. Future legislative
sessions may revisit adding dredging into Dig Law. Press release
summarizing Dig Law changes will be issued and shared with CCOPS.

e Committee discussed PHMSA funding for state programs. While
Washington received a significant increase (up to 68% reimbursement),
members suggested CCOPS could still advocate for stable or expanded
state program funding during federal reauthorization.

e Upcoming events: Pipeline Safety Trust Conference, November 13—-14,
2025, New Orleans.

Annual Leak Survey Follow-Up Discussion
Members revisited Nevada’s model requiring annual leak surveys.
UTC staff clarified that such a requirement in Washington could be achieved
through rulemaking rather than legislation.
Discussion:

» Nevada’s program led to detection of more leaks than anticipated,
attributed to increased survey frequency and improved technology.

« Utilities were able to integrate costs into rates with minimal customer
impact.

» UTC staff cautioned that pushback from large operators would be likely,
and agency staffing is already constrained.

2026 Draft Workplan Construction
Preliminary discussion on priorities for the 2026 workplan was held.
Topics identified:
* Potential CCOPS letter to PHMSA regarding GTN whistleblower
inspection findings.
» Advocacy for continued increases in federal funding for state programs.
* Possible rulemaking or legislative support for annual leak surveys.
Amanda McKay and Gregory Baruso will work together to draft a workplan for
approval at the September meeting.
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6)

7)

Department of Ecology Update

The document is posted on the CCOPS website. Darcy Bird shared further
details on spill contingency planning rulemaking tied to best achievable
protection standards. DoE's focus remains on preparedness and response (not
prevention), emphasizing lessons learned from prior spills.

UTC Update

Dennis Ritter provided extensive discussion of proximity requests, where
Commission approval is required for high-pressure pipelines near dwellings. For
example, Cascade Natural Gas’s Skagit County pipeline replacement project (8-
inch to 20-inch) prompted detailed review and additional safety requirements
(e.g., 100% weld X-rays, extra depth, signage) may be imposed case-by-case.
The committee members raised questions on alignment between state pipeline
safety oversight, Growth Management Act land use planning, and Washington’s
long-term climate/energy strategy. UTC Staff confirmed proximity request
decisions and conditions are docketed and publicly available.

Public Comment
There were no public comments.

Review of Action Items, Future Action Review and Other Business

¢ Marina Rathbun and the Committee reviewed the 2025 FAR for updates
for upcoming meetings.

e Outreach spreadsheet development and dedicated CCOPS email contact.

e Research Nevada leak survey process and options for Washington
rulemaking.

e Consider letters to PHMSA and Congress on GTN and state program
funding.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
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