Washington Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety - Stop
NW Gas Expansion Coalition
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The Stop NW Gas Expansion Coalition

An Alliance of diverse organizations across Idaho, Oregon, and Washington,
including:
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Public health organizations
Faith-based groups

Climate justice advocates
Environmental organizations
Community advocacy groups
Community radio organizations
Grassroots movements
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GTN Xpress Pipeline Expansion

TC Energy's GTN Xpress pipeline expansion, approved by FERC in 2023 and
just completed by TC Energy, increases the volume of fracked gas by 150
million cubic feet per day through the aging, 60+ year old Gas Transmission
Northwest (GTN) Pipeline.

The expansion is a multi-state project, including modifications to
compressor stations in WA, OR, and ID.

GTN XPress Expansion Faced Broad Regional Opposition

Senators Merkley, Wyden, Cantwell, Murray, and Padilla

Representatives Blumenauer, Salinas, and Jayapal

Attorneys General of Oregon, Washington, and California

Governors Jay Inslee (WA) and Tina Kotek (OR)

Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission, four state legislators
Dozens of grassroots organizations

Thousands of Northwest residents voiced opposition across communities



Pipeline Expansion - Overall Concerns

e Aging Pipeline: Increased pressure in an aging pipeline increases susceptibility to potential
disaster or infrastructure issues, especially in adjacent communities.

e  Whistleblower Testimony: Former structural engineers have identified safety issues on the
pipeline.

e Safety and Health of Washingtonians: There are significant human health and
environmental impacts associated with increased, pervasive usage of fossil fuels like that of
increased greenhouse gas emissions.

e Ongoing Legal Challenge to Approval of Pipeline Expansion: The Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) did not sufficiently address safety and environmental
concerns with its approval of the expansion of the 60 year old pipeline, which is under legal
challenge.

e Regulatory Gaps in Oversight of Expanded Pipeline Operations: Inadequate oversight of
the ongoing operations of the expanded GTN pipeline by the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) raises safety and environmental concerns.

e Lack of Accountability: With limited reporting, there is a lack of transparency and public
information about these issues.



An Aging Pipeline - Infrastructure Concerns

A recent report from Natural Gas Intelligence revealed “significant anomalies”
along the existing, 50 year old Gas Transmission Northwest (GTN) pipeline,
prompting the company to declare, in December 2024, a force majeure—a
legal term indicating it cannot meet its obligations due to unforeseen and
uncontrollable events.

TC Energy has a history of pipeline spills and explosions and cannot be trusted
to build and maintain safe pipelines—let alone pump more pressurized gas
into an old pipeline. TC Energy is the Canadian oil and gas company behind
the failed Keystone XL oil pipeline.



https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://naturalgasintel.com/news/natural-gas-futures-falter-following-hefty-storage-result-midday-market-snapshot/___.YXAzOnBpcGVsaW5lc2FmZXR5dHJ1c3Q6YTpvOmNlNDA4ZDY5MTlhNTU2MTZiZjQ4ZWFkZDRmYzIxNjk1OjY6MTQ4YTpmYWE3ODJlMTQ3YjRlOWIzNGRkNTU2NWEwOGZmMzg0YTY1MWNmMjIzNWI5MjU0NDdkNTUyOTVmM2M5ZWNhNmViOnA6VDpO
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/tc-energy-receives-findings-root-cause-keystone-pipeline-oil-spill-2023-04-21/___.YXAzOnBpcGVsaW5lc2FmZXR5dHJ1c3Q6YTpvOmNlNDA4ZDY5MTlhNTU2MTZiZjQ4ZWFkZDRmYzIxNjk1OjY6OGViODpiY2VjMTgzZjE2MzkwMjUwZTJkY2M4NDIwMzBhNjcxZjAwNjY0ZTcxMDVjMzZmNGUxNTEyNmExODJiZTdkMWYwOnA6VDpO
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://pstrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/PR-7.25.23-TC-Energy-CTG_ES_KC_bc.pdf___.YXAzOnBpcGVsaW5lc2FmZXR5dHJ1c3Q6YTpvOmNlNDA4ZDY5MTlhNTU2MTZiZjQ4ZWFkZDRmYzIxNjk1OjY6OGVhYTozMTI1ODFiYzc0ZGFjYmRhNDlmZmMyM2IzZTY4MGMyZjg0YjI1NDc1NDM2MjM4NDI4OTI1NWVkNjU2ZTRhZTBlOnA6VDpO
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://pstrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/PST-Comment-GTN-Expansion-FERC-_final.pdf___.YXAzOnBpcGVsaW5lc2FmZXR5dHJ1c3Q6YTpvOmNlNDA4ZDY5MTlhNTU2MTZiZjQ4ZWFkZDRmYzIxNjk1OjY6MTdmNTozZDk2ZmQ4NWI3MDcyYzFmYzk1Y2JhMjMzZTNkZDc5ZmNlMTM2NTkxYTMyYWNjYTE5MmQyODJiN2RlYWJmYmQxOnA6VDpO
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://pstrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/PST-Comment-GTN-Expansion-FERC-_final.pdf___.YXAzOnBpcGVsaW5lc2FmZXR5dHJ1c3Q6YTpvOmNlNDA4ZDY5MTlhNTU2MTZiZjQ4ZWFkZDRmYzIxNjk1OjY6MTdmNTozZDk2ZmQ4NWI3MDcyYzFmYzk1Y2JhMjMzZTNkZDc5ZmNlMTM2NTkxYTMyYWNjYTE5MmQyODJiN2RlYWJmYmQxOnA6VDpO

Whistleblower Statements on Current Pipeline Condition

e Corrosion, cracks, and structural damage on GTN pipeline reported by
former inspectors.

e Recent reports from a former GTN pipeline inspector, published in EE news,
highlighted the severity of pipeline conditions, including pipes on rocks with
bends, cracks, and decaying metal.

These issues raise the threat to public health and
safety of adding increased pressure to a corroded
and damaged pipeline.



Pipeline inspector Steve Bromley, shown here at a construction site in Washington state, says federal pipeline safety rules don’t go far
enough to keep people safe. Steve Bromley

“It was thunk, thunk, thunk,” he said. “It's just raining down sheets of rust.”
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A chunk of pipeline that Bromley says fell off after a segment was pulled out of the ground for repairs in rural Oregon. | Steve Bromley
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The Health and Safety of Washingtonians

e Community nexus: GTN Xpress pipeline runs directly through
Washington, including Spokane County and surrounding areas.

e Safety Concerns: Potential leaks, explosions caused by age,
poor maintenance and/ or accidental, construction-related
impacts, endangers nearby communities nearby.

e Blast Zone Proximity: Over 13,000 people live within the it
"blast zone" (risk of explosion or major leak), including R Pipeline Safety
vulnerable populations (600+ children, ~3000 elderly, and in Washington State
~2000 members of BIPOC commmunities). ™ oy N

e Critical Infrastructure at Risk: There are seven K-12 schools,
eight fire stations, and one water treatment plant noted within
the blast zone.

e Broader Environmental Concern: Wildfires and air pollution
already impact these communities significantly.




Oversight and Regulatory Gaps

e Initial Review was Inadequate: The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission left
advocates and elected officials concerned with a lackluster review of
environmental and safety concerns, leading to legal challenges.

e Reporting Timelines leave gaps: The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration only reports major issues annually, meaning safety risks could go
unnoticed for months..

e Monitoring is controlled and limited: The current regulatory framework does not
adequately monitor or inspect high-risk pipelines like GTN Xpress. Companies
write their own safety plans. Regulators (PHMSA) mainly verify that paperwork is
in order, not that safety outcomes are achieved.



Accountability

e Private inspectors are hired by contractors
paid by pipeline companies, creating conflicts
of interest such that operators effectively
inspect themselves

e Washington does not require gas pipelines to
be insured, leaving a gap in responsibility for
potential accidents and damages.

® B et
Olympic Pipeline Explosion, Courtesy of The Seattle Times



Where CCOPS can help

We urge the Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety to act quickly and help ensure the
safety and well-being of Washingtonians. As a committee that advises on pipeline safety
and provides guidance to local and federal agencies, CCOPS has an opportunity to address
safety gaps and advocate for stronger regulations.

1.

2.

Inform the state’s Congressional delegation of our safety concerns and urge them
to request strengthened inspection policies fromm PHMSA.

Make available better information about current and planned gas infrastructure
expansion projects to the public, and provide opportunities for public comment
and community input on those projects before they receive final approval.
Educate the public and relevant agencies on the dangers of the GTN pipeline
expansion and ongoing operations.

Provide a better public understanding of existing state-level pipeline safety
regulations and request that the Governor and State Legislature take action to
further strengthen those state safety regulations.

Encourage the state to require gas pipeline operators to carry liability insurance to
cover the costs of damages and injuries caused by leaks, explosion and fires
associated with the operation of their pipelines in WA state.



