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Committee Members 
Donna Albert, Chair• Amanda McKay, Vice-Chair 

Aaron Losik • Andreas Kammereck  
Jerome Delvin • Gregory Baruso 

 Sarah Rumbaugh  
 

Washington State Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety 
Meeting Minutes 

Utilities and Transportation Commission 
621 Woodland Square Loop SE, Lacey, WA 98503 

Via Teams 
January 16, 2025 

 
Present members:    Absent members: 
Donna Albert, Chair    Andreas Kammereck 
Amanda McKay, Vice-Chair   
Sarah Rumbaugh     
Jerome Delvin 
Greg Baruso 
Aaron Losik       
     
Other attendees: 
Scott Rukke, UTC Pipeline Safety Director 
Dennis Ritter, UTC Pipeline Safety Chief Engineer 
Marina Rathbun, UTC Pipeline Safety Operations Manager 
Arianna Le, UTC Pipeline Safety Investigator 
John Trier, UTC Pipeline Safety Management Analyst 
Scott Zimmerman, Department of Ecology 
 
Agenda Items:  
 
1) Welcome, Meeting Protocols, Introductions, November 13, 2024 Meeting Minutes 

At 9:35 a.m. the meeting was brought to order by Donna Albert who welcomed all 
attendees. Introductions were made and the committee unanimously approved 
the minutes as submitted for November 13, 2024. 

 
2) Action Item Review, Committee Work Discussion 

Donna Albert shared a draft email for cities and counties with the committee 
members. Committee members discussed distribution options for distributing the 
email to the city and county planners.  

 
3) General Discussion of Legislation, Rule Updates, Safety Issues & 

Upcoming Events 
Scott Rukke briefed the Committee members on two rulemakings underway at 
the UTC. The first rulemaking is to update the leak survey requirements for gas 
operators, and the second rulemaking revises the incident reporting requirements 
to more closely match the federal requirements. Scott Rukke also discussed SB 
5627 (Improving safe excavation practices and preventing damage to 
underground utilities) and the updates to the Dig Law. At the time of the meeting 
the bill had not yet been introduced to the legislature. The amendments 
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discussed included positive response requirements, removal of unlocatable 
facility markings for regulated gas and hazardous liquid pipeline operators, and 
UTC enforcement for violations of the dig law related to pipeline facilities. John 
Trier will distribute a copy of the bill as filed once it has been introduced. 
 

4) In-Home Methane Detectors / Legislative Session Overview 
Amanda McKay discussed two items for consideration of the committee to 
consider. The first item was recommending in-home methane detectors for new 
construction, potentially through building code updates. The second item is 
adding automatic fire shutoff valves. The committee members and UTC Pipeline 
Safety staff discussed the use cases and effectiveness of the automatic shut-off 
valves.  
 

5) Department of Ecology Update 
The document is posted on the CCOPS website. Scott Zimmerman reported on 
spill contingency planning, drills, and geographic response planning. 
 

6) UTC Update  
Scott Rukke reported on UTC inspection, damage prevention investigation, and 
public education outreach activities. The UTC is applying for the 2025 One Call 
grant (after this meeting, all federal grants were paused) and had made an offer 
for a new inspector. 

 
7) Public Comment 

There were no public comments made. 
 

8) Review of Action Items, Future Action Review and Other Business 
• Marina Rathbun and the Committee reviewed the 2025 FAR for updates 

for upcoming meetings. Amanda McKay will reach out to the Nevada 
Program Manager to do a presentation on the annual leak survey 
frequency study. The Committee will have an in-person meeting at the 
UTC headquarters in Lacey on May 28th. 
 

Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 11:11 a.m. 
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