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Committee Members 
Donna Albert, Chair• Albert Chang, Vice-Chair 

Aaron Losik • Andreas Kammereck  
Jerome Delvin • Gregory Baruso 
Leanne Guier • Amanda McKay  
 

Washington State Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety 
Meeting Minutes 

Utilities and Transportation Commission 
621 Woodland Square Loop SE, Lacey, WA 98503 

Via Teams 
January 24, 2024 

 
Present members:    Absent members: 
Donna Albert, Chair    Leanne Guier 
Albert Chang, Vice-Chair   Andreas Kammereck 
Jerome Delvin    Aaron Losik 
Greg Baruso      
     
Other attendees: 
Scott Rukke, UTC Pipeline Safety Director 
Dennis Ritter, UTC Pipeline Safety Chief Engineer 
Marina Rathbun, UTC Pipeline Safety Operations Manager 
Mandi Mackey, UTC Pipeline Safety Outreach Program Specialist 
John Trier, UTC Pipeline Safety Management Analyst 
Joice Hagen, UTC Pipeline Safety Investigator 
Amanda McKay, Pipeline Safety Trust (PST) Policy Manager 
 
Agenda Items:  
 
1) Welcome, Meeting Protocols, Introduction, November 8, 2023, Minutes 

At 9:58 a.m. the meeting was brought to order by Donna Albert who welcomed all 
attendees. The committee members and other attendees introduced themselves. 
Donna Albert brought up a correction in Item 7 of the minutes involving Methane 
Leaks. In a unanimous vote, the Committee adopted the November 8, 2023, 
meeting minutes as amended. 

 
2) Action Item Review, Outreach Subcommittee Discussion 

Donna Albert discussed with the committee that she had attended the WASAC 
November and would like to also work with the AWC to communicate with its 
members. She was unable to talk with WASAC members at the conference. But 
did speak with the MRSC and they suggested doing some updates to the stuff 
posted on the website to bring in more traffic. 
 

3) General Discussion of Legislation, Rulemaking, Pipeline Safety Issues, 
Upcoming Events 
The committee was informed that Scott Rukke would be providing additional 
information about Pipeline Safety rulemaking activities during the UTC portion of 
the meeting. Scott Zimmerman noted that Ecology was still working on the 
certificate of financial responsibility rule. Donna Albert inquired about the seismic 
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requirements for federally regulated breakout tanks. There was discussion about 
how to be more involved with sending out letters to legislators and being more 
vocal as a committee to advise local, state, and federal government bodies about 
pipeline safety. Donna Albert then brought up the prior discussion about in-home 
methane risks and detection.  

 
4) Bylaw Review and Changes Adoption 

John Trier and Marina Rathbun reviewed the history of the Bylaw Review and 
changes in the past. The most recent change to the bylaws was in January 2023 
when the meeting frequency was adjusted from four to six meetings per year. 
Donna Albert and Albert Chang discussed their recent review of the bylaws and 
had no suggested changes. Jerome Delvin brought up annual or biannual bylaw 
review being a standard practice. John Trier sent committee members a copy of 
the existing best practices document as well. The committee voted to have the 
bylaws and best practices distributed and to review at the next meeting. 
 

5) Carbon Dioxide and Hydrogen Pipeline Safety 
Amanda McKay provided a presentation on Hydrogen and Carbon Dioxide 
Pipeline Safety from the Pipeline Safety Trust. Copies of the presentation are 
available upon request. There are also a library of prior presentations and 
information available on the Pipeline Safety Website 
(https://pstrust.org/education/library/). Following the presentation there was some 
further discussion on hydrogen pipelines, regulation, and leak detection for 
hydrogen systems. 
 

6) First Responder Access to Pipeline Mapping GIS Data 
Scott Rukke presented the process for first responders to request Pipeline 
location GIS data / map Atlas. Once Scott provided the information about the 
request process there was a follow up discussion about how first responders 
know to request the data when new personnel come in.  
 

7) Department of Ecology Update  
Scott Zimmerman of Ecology reported on spill contingency planning, drills, and 
geographic response planning. He mentioned that Tidewater is the only plan with 
a worst case tabletop drill this year on October 24, and requested anyone 
interested in attending reach out to him to set it up. The December 10, 2023, BP 
spill and mitigation efforts were discussed. Donna Albert and Amanda McKay 
requested to be added to the distribution list for further spill briefings, and Scott 
Zimmerman said he would provide their information to the Ecology liaison officer. 
There was a discussion about the cause of the spill, which Scott Rukke indicated 
he would be covering during his portion in the UTC update. 
 

8) UTC Update 
Scott Rukke presented rulemaking activity being conducted by the UTC for gas 
odorization, leak survey, and reporting requirements. The UTC is hosting Gas 
and Hazardous Liquid Operator Meetings on February 20 and 21. 
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Damage Prevention update, for 2023 there were 77 DP investigations initiated, 
66 were complete as of the meeting, and 11 pending. Updates to the Dig Law 
were introduced in HB2409. The UTC submitted an amendment to update the 
law to include authority to investigate reports of damage caused by excavators 
that dig prior to the two business days required after submitting a dig ticket. 
 
Scott Rukke introduced Mandi Mackey, the program’s new Damage Prevention 
Program Specialist. He then provided a brief update on the Olympic spill, and 
Pullman gas outage incident. 

 
9) Public Comment 

Amanda McKay was the only member from the public present. There were no 
public comments made. 
 

10) Review of Action Items, Future Action Review and Other Business 
• Marina Rathbun and the Committee reviewed the 2024 FAR for updates 

for upcoming meetings. 
 
Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 11:57 a.m. 
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