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Committee Members 
Donna Albert, Chair• Albert Chang, Vice-Chair 

Aaron Losik • Andreas Kammereck  
Leanne Guier • Jerome Delvin 

Gregory Baruso • Michael Hatchett 
 

Washington State Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety 
Meeting Minutes 

Utilities and Transportation Commission 
621 Woodland Square Loop SE, Lacey, WA 98503 

Via Teams 
November 08, 2023 

 
Present members:    Absent members: 
Donna Albert, Chair    Albert Chang, Vice-Chair  
Leanne Guier    Michael Hatchett 
Jerome Delvin    Andreas Kammereck 
Greg Baruso     Aaron Losik 
     
Other attendees: 
Scott Rukke, UTC Pipeline Safety Director 
John Trier, UTC Pipeline Safety Management Analyst 
Scott Zimmerman, Dept. of Ecology 
Dan Ferguson, Dept. of Ecology 
Amanda McKay, Pipeline Safety Trust (PST) Policy Manager 
 
Agenda Items:  
 
1) Welcome, Meeting Protocols, Introduction, July 26, 2023, Minutes 

At 9:35 a.m. the meeting was brought to order by Donna Albert who welcomed all 
attendees. There was not a quorum available when the meeting was called to 
order, but at 10:49 a.m. Jerome Delvin was able to join the meeting and provide 
a quorum. At that time, in a unanimous vote, the Committee adopted the July 26, 
2023, meeting minutes as written. 

 
2) Action Item Review, Outreach Subcommittee Discussion 

Donna Albert discussed sending a letter to the Washington State Association of 
Counties (WSAC) and Association of Washington Cities (AWC) introducing the 
Committee including a copy of the trifold . There were no comments about the 
letter from the other committee members. On November 15th, Donna Albert will 
be attending the WSAC conference in Spokane and will run a booth there to 
promote the Committee. 
 

3) General Discussion of Legislation, Rulemaking, Pipeline Safety Issues, 
Upcoming Events 
The committee was briefed on rulemaking activities relating to Pipeline Safety 
fees by the UTC Pipeline Safety Program during the UTC portion of the briefing. 
Scott Zimmerman let the members know that Dan Ferguson from Department of 
Ecology would join the meeting at around 10:30 to discuss its rulemaking 
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process. Amanda McKay provided an update about the upcoming Pipeline Safety 
Trust conference in New Orleans November 16-17.  

 
4) 2024 Meeting Scheduling 

John Trier went over the results of the polls for meeting dates for 2024 with the 
committee members. During the discussion it was noted that the July meeting 
poll was not distributed. The committee set the following schedule for 2024. 
 
January 24, 2024 
March 20, 2024 
May 22, 2024 
July – TBD 
September 18, 2024 
November 13, 2024 
 
Due to low attendance, Donna Albert suggested that we move the decision to 
have an in-person meeting in 2024 to January if there is sufficient attendance at 
the January meeting. 
 
ACTION ITEM: John Trier will distribute a poll to CCOPS members for July 2024 
and set up the meetings in Outlook / Teams. 
 

5) Additonal Discussion RE: Guidance to Municipalities & MRSC / First 
Responder GIS Mapping 
The committee discussed access to GIS data for first responders. Donna Albert 
brought up the question of how do first responders know to reach out to the UTC 
to request the data. Scott Rukke provided information about a previous lawsuit 
that limits access to the GIS data to specific entities. In order to comply with the 
terms of the suit, all requests for pipeline GIS data must be reviewed by our 
public records staff prior to release. In general the UTC generally only has data 
for larger transmission lines, and not for the distribution lines. The committee 
further discussed the kinds of emergency management comprehensive plans 
cities and counties maintain which include contacts for pipelines in their areas. 
 

6) Department of Ecology Update (Position swapped with Methane Leaks on 
Agenda) 
Dan Ferguson, Lead Engineer for the Department of Ecology (DoE) Spills 
Program, provided a briefing on new rules submitted by DoE. DoE is now 
including seismic protection requirements for storage tanks and conducted a 
review of all facilities within its jurisdiction. There was an issue discovered with 
the rule and how the facilities are set up, for interstate operators if the tanks are 
connected to the transmission facilities they are considered breakout tanks and 
subject to federal Department of Transportation / PHMSA rules per 49 U.S.C. § 
60104(c) and are exempt from the state design rules. The committee discussed 
the process to have the federal statutory requirements changed to permit the 
state to have authorization to set design requirements for federally regulated 
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interstate operators. There are currently no other states with seismic 
requirements, and while API 650 Annex E does provide seismic design 
requirements, they are currently optional. Dan Ferguson provided examples of 
the design differences between jurisdictional and non-jurisdictional systems. The 
compliance period to bring the tanks and facilities into compliance within ten to 
twenty years as tanks are replaced or undergo periodic inspections. Scott 
Zimmerman went over Dept. of Ecology spill contingency plan and DoE 
rulemaking updates. 
 

7) Methane Leaks 
Amanda McKay, PST Policy Manager, provided a presentation on Methane Leak 
Detection and Repair. More information about the presentation is available on the 
PST website (https://pstrust.org/methane-leak-detection-and-repair-and-
reducing-emissions/). The committee discussed potential home methane leak 
detection system requirements, and some options to work around the non-
retroactivity of the requirements, including options to provide detection items to 
consumers as part of the conservation programs. There was also conversation 
about risks associated with blending of hydrogen into natural gas distribution 
pipelines. 

 
8) UTC Update 

Scott Rukke discussed leak detection and removal, including the pipe 
replacement program and its relation with operator distribution integrity 
management programs within Washington state. 

• No update from the Governor’s office on new appointments for the 
committee, no industry applicants. 

• PHMSA conducted its annual audit of the UTC Pipeline Safety Program in 
October– 100% score 

• Scott Rukke provided a brief overview of the Toppenish incident for the 
committee.  

• Damage Prevention penalty rulemaking has been completed. Upcoming 
rulemaking for odorization requirement changes for systems, reporting 
requirements for evacuations. 

• 2024 Interstate Workplan has been submitted to PHMSA. Workload for 
2024 projected to be very high, planning to fill final engineer position this 
year. 

• Damage prevention update with stats for investigations and penalties 
issued year to date. Working to add an additional damage prevention 
investigator. 

 
9) Public Comment 

Amanda McKay was the only member from the public present. There were no 
public comments made. 
 

10) Review of Action Items, Future Action Review and Other Business 
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• John Trier and the Committee reviewed the 2024 FAR for updates for 
upcoming meetings. 

 
Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 12:13 p.m. 
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