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Washington State Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety
Meeting Minutes
Utilities and Transportation Commission
621 Woodland Square Loop SE, Lacey, WA 98503
Via Teams
September 20, 2023

Present members: Absent members:
Donna Albert, Chair Andreas Kammereck
Albert Chang, Vice-Chair Michael Hatchett
Jerome Delvin Leanne Guier

Aaron Losik Greg Baruso

Other attendees:

Dave Danner, UTC Chair

Kathy Hunter, UTC Acting Executive Director

Dennis Ritter, UTC Pipeline Safety Program Chief Engineer

Marina Rathbun, UTC Pipeline Safety Program Operations Manager
John Trier, UTC Pipeline Safety Program Management Analyst
Scott Zimmerman, Dept. of Ecology

Amanda McKay, Pipeline Safety Trust (PST) Policy Manager

Carl Weimer, Pipeline Safety Trust

Agenda Items:

1) Welcome, Meeting Protocols, Introduction, July 26, 2023, Minutes
At 9:33 a.m. the meeting was brought to order by Donna Albert who welcomed all
attendees. Members and guests were introduced. In a unanimous vote, the
Committee adopted the July 26, 2023, meeting minutes as written.

2) Action Item Review, Outreach Subcommittee Discussion
Donna Albert informed the Committee that she is working with the Washington
State Association of Counties (WSAC) to set up a booth at the annual WSAC
conference.

3) General Discussion of Legislation, Rulemaking, Pipeline Safety Issues,
Upcoming Events
The committee was briefed on rulemaking activities relating to Pipeline Safety
fees by the UTC Pipeline Safety Program. The upcoming Pipeline Safety Trust
conference in New Orleans November 16-17 was discussed. Amanda McKay
informed the Committee that the PST has funding opportunities for public
members to attend if interested and encouraged Committee members to reach
out to her for more information if interested. Dennis Ritter recommended
reviewing the PST website for more resources about hydrogen pipelines as that
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5)

7)

is a current issue being looked at by industry and regulatory bodies. Dennis Ritter
and Scott Zimmerman discussed ongoing Department of Ecology rulemaking for
financial responsibility requirements for spills and earthquake preparedness
requirements for breakout tanks.

Approval of Annual Workplan for September 1, 2023, to July 31, 2024

The committee reviewed their draft workplan for 2023-2024 and discussed if
there were any changes needed. Marina Rathbun asked the committee if there
were assigned presenters for the topics included on the workplan. During this
discussion the Committee realized that numerous staff would be unavailable for
the scheduled meeting on November 16, 2023 due to the PST Conference. The
committee discussed the scheduling conflict with the PST Conference and
elected to shift the date. The committee approved the Annual Workplan by
unanimous vote.

ACTION ITEM: John Trier will distribute a poll to CCOPS members for Alternate
Dates in November / December.

Guidance to Municipalities and MRSC Website Review

Presentation slides are posted on the UTC CCOPS website.Carl Weimer from
the PST provided a presentation on the Municipal Research and Services Center
(MRSC) and its role in assisting local governments and promoting legislation.
Committee Members discussed the presentation among themselves and with
Carl Weimer.

Department of Ecology Update

Document is posted on the UTC CCOPS website. Scott Zimmerman of Ecology
reported on spill contingency planning, drills, and geographic response planning.
Donna Albert asked about getting on the listserv for DoE notices.

UTC Update

e Marina Rathbun provided the UTC update as Scott Rukke was in
Minnesota for the NAPSR National Convention this week.The UTC
received appointment notices for six of the Committee Members from the
Governor’s office and has sent out solicitations for industry
representatives. The Governor’s Office intends to complete appointments
for the remaining positions soon.

e Damage Prevention update including recruitment for program specialist
and additional investigator positions. Updates to policy for how the UTC
might start handling violations of the dig law that are not currently within its
jurisdiction to initiate investigations.

e Marina Rathbun provided further explanation of the status of the expedited
rulemaking for the Pipeline Safety Fee methodology.
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8) Public Comment
Amanda McKay was the only member from the public present. There were no
public comments made.

9) Review of Action Items, Future Action Review and Other Business
e John Trier and the Committee reviewed the 2023 FAR for updates for
upcoming meetings.
e Dennis Ritter and Amanda Mckay discussed the Methane Leaks topic for
the next meeting to clarify the discussion topic.
e Discussed 2024 meeting scheduling and setting up a poll for members
prior to the November 2023 meeting.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 12:01 p.m.
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