
JJiglSTA

1411 E. Mission, PO Box 3727
Spokane, WA 99220-3727

Submitted to Denise Crawford via electronic mail at dcrawfor@utc.wa.gov

My 27,2017

Mr. Sean Mayo
Pipeline Safety Director
Washington Utility and Transportation Commission
1300 S. Evergreen Park Dr. S.W.
PO Box 47250

Olympia, WA 98504-7250

Re: WUTC Ritzville/Goldendale Standard Inspection No. 7260, Avista Response

Dear Mr. Mayo:

In your letter ofJune 26, 2017, you documentedthree probable violations and four areas of concern
discovered during the Ritzville/Goldendale StandardAudit that was conducted in May 2017. Please find
herein restatements of the probable violations / areas ofconcern and Avista's responses.

Probable Violation #1 Reference:

49 CFR §192.619 Maximum Allowable Operating Pressure - Steel or Plastic Pipelines

Description ofProbable Violation fiVOPVl;

The entirety of49 CFR §192.619 was cited in the WUTC letter.

Finding(s);

Avista was unable to produce records indicating that the Maximum Allowable Operating Pressure
(MAOP) was established for the following segments of pipeline:
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a. Connell - Two of the three segments between the Connell gate station #142 and reg #140A.
b. Connell - Old school boiler room, no address. Near meter 203729. Possibly 590 E. Adams

St. (Service line and main feeding the service)
c. Connell - Bridgecrossingover flumeat W. Adams and N. 2"^.
d. Lind - Main on SW P' St between S. Van Matter Rd and St Clair Ave.

e. Lind - Main on W. Main St between Lutcher Ave. and St Clair Ave.

f. Harrington - Pipeline between the Spokane-Odessa pipeline and D.R. 128.
g. Harrington - Pipeline between the Harrington regulator station and the CP test site at 314 N.

3^'' St.

h. Odessa - PE system fed by D.R. 1001.(14114 Airway Dr.)



i. Odessa - Spokane-Odessapipeline from Reg #128 in Harringtonto Reg #130 in Odessa,
segment 15, built in 1971.

j. Odessa - Reg #130 to tie in with PE system.

Note:

For pipelines installed and tested priorto July 1, 1965, Avista should verily that their designated MAOP
is correct even if test records are available.Records appear to indicatethat some designated MAOP's may
actually be lower due to the restriction found in Part 192.619(a)(3) which restricts the MAOP to the
highest pressure operated in the 5 year window prior to July 1, 1970.

Avista Response to NOPV #1:

Avista operations and engineering personnel conducted a preliminary search for records to demonstrate
that MAOPs were established for the applicable segments prior to the inspection. Although Avista was
not able to produce records indicating that the MAOP was established for certain segments ofAvista's
pipeline at the time of the inspection, an exhaustive file search of the local offices and headquarters
(Spokane) has not been completed. Avista requests until September 29, 2017, to complete this search
and to supplement the records provided at the time of the inspection.

Avista intends to work with the WUTC to create a Stipulated Agreement to develop a systematic process
designed to provide MAOP records for Avista's high pressure pipeline system.

Probable Violation #2 Reference:

WAC 480-93-175(4) Moving and lowering metallic gas pipelines.

Description of Probable Violation (NOPV);

The gas pipeline company must conduct a leak survey within thirty days from the date the company
moves or lowers any gas pipeline under the provisions of subsection (2) of this section.

Finding(s):

Avista conducted an engineering study on September 30th 2015, and then lowered in place, an
operational 1-1/4" steel main in Warden WA (date not specified). Avista was unable to produce a record
indicating that a leak survey was conducted within 30 days as required.

Avista Response to NOPV #2:

Avista concurs that the required leak survey following a lowering of 1-1/4" steel main was not completed.
Avista's Gas Standards require the leak survey to occur in Specification 3.12, Sheet 12 but this was not
completed. The individual responsible to have initiated this task has been retrained regarding this
Standard. On June 8,2017, the operations managers were informed of this NOPV and were requested to
reinforce the specifications to their field personnel. In addition, a company-wide electronic training
document will be circulated in August 2017 to remind all individuals of this requirement. The line was
leak surveyed on July 26, 2017 and no leaks were found.
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