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Law and Rules

State Law:
• RCW 19.122

The Rules:
• WAC 480-93-200
• WAC 480-120 (in process)

Federal: 
• Pipes Act of 2006



Federal Pipes Act

2006 PIPES Act Passed by Congress
(Pipeline Inspection, Protection, Enforcement and Safety)

Nine Elements of an Effective Damage Prevention 
Program
1. Effective communication between operators and excavators from 

excavation notification to completion of excavation. 

2. Fostering support and partnership of all stakeholders. 

3. Operators’ use of performance measures for locators.

4. Partnership in employee training.

5. Partnership in public education. 

6. A dispute resolution process that defines the enforcement agency 

as a partner and facilitator.

7. Fair and consistent enforcement of the law. 

8. Use of technology to improve the locating process.

9. Data analysis to continually improve program effectiveness.



Amended Law

The Legislature amended the underground utilities law, 
Chapter 19.122 RCW in 2011. Those changes took effect 
on January 1, 2013.

Old Law New Law

Assign responsibilities Establish a comprehensive 
“Damage Prevention Program” 
that includes Damage Reporting

Report of Damage to underground Facility
“Facility operators and excavators who observe or cause damage to an underground 
facility must report the damage event to the commission. RCW 19.122.053(1) 

Reports must be made to the commission’s office of pipeline safety within 45 days of 
the damage event, or sooner if required by law, using the commission’s virtual 
private damage information reporting tool (DIRT) report form, or other similar form.” 
RCW 19.122.053(3)



UTC Website – www.utc.wa.gov 
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CGA    Damage Incident Reporting Tool (DIRT)

VirtualDIRT – hosted by the UTC                                 



DIRT Reporting



DIRT Reporting (cont.) 



Quarterly Damage Report Statistics
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Lynda Holloway, Damage Prevention Program Manager    
Washington Utilities & Transportation Commission

Lholloway@utc.wa.gov                360-664-1118  

Damage Statistics

Questions?


