
Amend RCW 19.122.040(2)(a): 
(2) An excavator shall use reasonable care to avoid damaging underground facilities. An 

excavator must: 
(a) Determine the precise location of underground facilities which have been marked, using 

non-invasive methods. 
(b) Plan the excavation to avoid damage to or minimize interference with underground 

facilities in and near the excavation area; and 
(c) Provide such support for underground facilities in and near the construction area, 

including during backfill operations, as may be reasonably necessary for the protection of such 
facilities. 
 
 
 
Add new definition to RCW 19.122.020: 
“Non-invasive methods” includes hand digging when practical, soft digging, vacuum excavation 
methods, pneumatic hand tools, other mechanical methods with the approval of the facility 
owner/operator, or other technical methods that may be developed. [from CGA best practices 
5-20] 
 


